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Case 03-2021 

City of South Bend Proposed Code Amendments 

NEW definitions to add under SBMC 15.04.020: 

“Boat” means any commercial or recreational watercraft used for transport over 

water and propelled by rowing, sails, and/or motor. 

“Cargo shipping container” means a standardized, reusable portable vessel 

originally designed for use in intercontinental traffic of freight and designed to 

be mounted on a rail car, truck, or ship.   

“Semitrailer” means a vehicle without motive power designed to be drawn by a 

vehicle, motor vehicle, or truck tractor and so constructed that an appreciable 

part of its weight and that of its load rests upon and is carried by such other 

vehicle, motor vehicle, or truck tractor.  [RCW 46.04.530] 

NEW section for Chapter 15.20 SBMC: Cargo Shipping Containers and 

Semitrailers  

A. Cargo shipping containers and semitrailers are not an allowed use within 

the Neighborhood and Environmental Protection Districts except as follows:  

1. A property owner may obtain a temporary use permit for one or more 

cargo shipping containers or semitrailers when used for a construction 

project that has a building permit pursuant to SBMC 15.84.030. 

2. Portable containers used to facilitate moving may locate on private 

property for up to 14 days and up to 30 days with a temporary use 

permit. 

B. Cargo shipping containers and semitrailers without applicable Department 

of Transportation licenses are a permitted use in the Downtown and 

Commercial District under the following conditions: 
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1. A property owner may obtain a temporary use permit for one or more 

cargo shipping containers or semitrailers when used for a construction 

project that has a building permit pursuant to SBMC 15.84.030. 

2. A property owner may permanently place a cargo shipping container 

on a parcel for use as a storage unit if: 

a. Screened from public visibility from the right-of-way or the 

Willapa River by site-obscuring fencing or landscaping approved 

by the City Supervisor; 

b. Located no closer than 10 feet from any property line; and 

c. In compliance with all building code provisions related to 

accessory buildings. 

C. Placing a cargo shipping container or a semitrailer without applicable 

Department of Transportation licenses on a city street or right-of-way is not 

allowed.  

D. Look-alike shipping container buildings or metal buildings marketed as 

“containers” or “portable storage units” are regulated as cargo shipping 

containers under this section. 

NEW Section for Chapter 15.20 SBMC: Parking of Recreational Vehicles and Boats 

A. No person shall park any recreational vehicle or boat upon the improved or 

unimproved portion of any street, alley, public right-of-way, or publicly-

owned parking lot for more than four hours with the following exceptions: 

1. Temporary parking for the purpose of loading or unloading; 

2. Use of the boat launch and parking area pursuant to SBMC 

12.20.065(B); and 

3. The City Supervisor has issued a temporary use permit pursuant to 

SBMC 15.08.040 and the permit is clearly visible from the public right-of-

way.  
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B. In no event shall power cords, extension cords, garden hoses, or other like 

devices extend from any recreational vehicle or boat across the public right-

of-way or sidewalk to a residential dwelling or like source. 

C. The city of South Bend will not be responsible for any loss or damage caused 

to any recreational vehicle or boat parked upon the improved or 

unimproved portion of any street, alley, public right-of-way, or publicly-

owned parking lot. 

D. Temporary occupation of a single recreational vehicle on private property 

may be allowed for up to 14 days without a temporary use permit and up to 

30 days upon the issuance of a temporary use permit.  The City Supervisor 

may extend the period of the temporary use permit if the occupant of the 

recreational vehicle has a city building permit pursuant to SBMC 15.84.030 for 

the purpose of constructing or repairing a residence on property owned by 

that occupant. 

Proposed Amendments to SBMC 15.08.040 

This change will make it easier to issue temporary use permits – Type 1 permits do 

not require a notice of application, which involves sending notice out to area 

property owners, publishing in the newspaper, and a 21-day comment period 

before the City Supervisor acts on the permit. 

15.08.040 Types of project permit applications and review process. 

A. Type 1 Project Permit Applications. 

1. Type 1 decisions are minor administrative decisions by the city supervisor 

based on compliance with specific, nondiscretionary and/or technical 

standards adopted in the city’s development codes.  Type 1 project permit 

applications include: 

a. Permitted uses with no required review under SEPA; 

b. Boundary line adjustments; 

c. Minor alterations to preliminary plats; and 

d. Shoreline exemptions.; and 

e. Temporary use permits.   
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B. Type 2 Project Permit Applications. 

 

1. Type 2 decisions are major administrative decisions made by the city 

supervisor based on standards and clearly identified specific standards adopted 

in the city’s development codes. Type 2 project permit applications include: 

a. Permitted uses requiring review under SEPA; 

b. Temporary use permits; 

b. Home occupation permits; 

c. Final short subdivisions; 

d. Final subdivision approval; and 

e. Shoreline substantial development permits. 

 


